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would Lave known it, and would have wanted to hear what
kept them. The Queen passed through the empty chamber
and entered into a fine large cabinet, where her toilette awaited
her. When the King had dressed in his cabinet—where he
often spoke to his confessor—he went to the Queen's toilette,
followed by the two seigneurs just named. A few of the
specially-privileged were also admitted there. This toilette
lasted about three-quarters of an hour, the King and all the
rest of the company standing.
When it was over, the King half opened the door of the Hall
of Mirrors, which leads into the saloon where the Court
assembled, and gave his orders; then rejoined the Queen in
that room which I have so often called the empty room. There
and then took place the private audiences of the foreign min-
isters,, and of the seigneurs, or other subjects who obtained
them. Once a week, on Monday, there was a public audience,
a practice which cannot be too much praised where ifc is not
abused. The King, instead of half opening the door, threw it
wide open, and admitted whoever liked to enter. People spoke
to the King as much as they liked, how they liked, and gave
him in writing what they liked. But the Spaniards resemble
in nothing the French; they are measured,, discreet, respectful,
brief.
After the audiences, or after amusing himself with the Queen
if there are none, the King went to dress. The Queen accom-
panied him, and they took the communion together (never
separately) about once1 a week, and then they heard a second
mass. The confession of the King was said after he rose, and
before he went to the Queen's toilette.
Upon returning from mass, or very shortly after, the dinner
was served. It was always in the Queen's apartment, as well
as the supper, but the Bang and Queen had each their dishes;
the former, few, the latter, many, for she liked eating, and ate
of everything; the King always kept to the same things—soup,
capon, pigeons, boiled and roast, and always a roast loin of
veal—no fruit, or salad, or cheese; pastry, rarely, never maigre ;
eggs, often cooked in various fashion; and he drank nothing

